


32-E	 Ball hits striker’s dropped bat

	 �In receiving the ball, the striker lets go of his bat. If the ball touches the bat, and the delivery is not a No ball, 
could he be out Caught? If he is not out, could runs be scored and if so would they be credited to the striker?

In this situation the umpire would have to judge whether the act of dropping the bar was accidental or deliberate.

Take first the accidental case. Law 6.3(a) stipulates that reference to the bat is to imply that the bat is held by the 
batsman. Law 28.1(a)(ii) sets this aside for the situation of the wicket being put down by the striker’s bat. Apart 
from this single specifically stated exception, Law 6.3 (a) is to apply throughout the Laws. In particular, it will 
apply in Law 32.1. Unless the striker’s hand is in contact with the bat when it is touched by the ball, the contact 
will not count as the ball touching the bat. The first requirement for a catch will not be satisfied. The striker will 
not be out Caught.

No unfair act has been committed, so there is no reason in Law for runs not to be scored. However, as explained 
above, the ball has not officially touched the bat. Unless the ball touches the striker’s person such runs can only 
be Byes. If the ball does touch the striker’s person, dropping his bat accidentally cannot be counted as an attempt 
by him to play the ball or to avoid being hit by the ball. Leg byes would not be allowed, so no runs would accrue.

If, however, in the opinion of either umpire, the striker let go of his bat deliberately, two points arise. Firstly, 
any deflection of the ball by the bat would have to be regarded as wilful, on exactly the same basis as the ball 
hitting a deliberately discarded helmet is deemed to be fielding the ball illegally. If there was an appeal serious 
consideration would have to be given to dismissing the striker Obstructing the field. Secondly, the umpires would 
be justified in regarding this wilful act as an attempt to avoid being caught. This is unfair and against the Spirit of 
the Game. The umpire would call and signal Dead ball under Law 42.4 and both umpires take action under 
Law 42.18, of reporting the batsman and his captain. The call of Dead ball would of course prohibit the scoring 
of any runs.

[Law reference: 32.1, 6.3, 26.2, 42.4, 42.18]


