


This summer’s cricket at Lord’s

It will not have escaped many residents’ notice 
that this has been an incredibly busy summer at 
Lord’s. Of the 13 major match days the Ground 
hosted – two Tests, two One Day Internationals 
(ODIs) and the CB40 Final – nine were sell-outs, 
including every day of the India Test in July. 

In some countries there are fears for the future 
of Test cricket – crowds do not flock to matches 
and there are still some “dead” matches at the 
end of series which have nothing resting on them. 
Thankfully, in England, the Test game is largely 
alive and well – many spectators here still view 
Tests as the pinnacle of the game, and England 
(now ranked as the best side in the world) are 
playing fantastic cricket. 

England’s progression under coach Andy 
Flower and captain Andrew Strauss was amply 
demonstrated by their demolition of India, who 
arrived on these shores as both the best Test side 
in the world and ODI World Cup holders, and 
who left without a single win against their hosts 
to their name. Nevertheless, with a batting line-
up boasting all-time greats of the game Sachin 
Tendulkar and Rahul Dravid, the Indians were 
still a major draw to grounds all over the country. 

The extraordinary fifth day of the Test at Lord’s – 
where people started arriving outside the Ground 
at 3 a.m. – was a brilliant advert for Test cricket. 
The promise of a full day’s play, including the 
likely final Test appearance at Lord’s of Tendulkar, 
coupled with MCC’s decision to let under-16s in 
for free, meant that many first-time visitors and 
young families came to the Ground.

MCC staff were pulled out of their offices to 
man the turnstiles. The Head of Cricket found 
himself selling tickets and the Head of Catering & 

Marketing became a steward. With queues snaking 
around the streets of St John’s Wood, it needed a 
major effort to get everyone inside the Ground in 
time to see the action, but the Club’s all-hands-
to-the-pumps approach worked, and more than 
25,000 people saw Jimmy Anderson and Stuart 
Broad bowl England to a 196-run victory.

On the domestic scene, MCC is delighted that 
Lord’s will be hosting top-flight first-class cricket 
again next year, after Middlesex won Division 2 of 
the County Championship. Surrey have also been 
promoted, raising the welcome opportunity of 
Lord’s staging a Division 1 London derby for the 
first time since 2005. Unfortunately Middlesex’s 
fine form in four-day cricket did not translate 
to the shorter format of the game – they lost all 
three of the floodlit Twenty20 matches played at 
the Ground.

In all, during 2011, Lord’s hosted two Test 
Matches, two ODIs, seven CB40 matches, seven 
County Championship matches, three Twenty20 
Cup matches and 16 minor matches. Next year, 
the Ground will be handed over to LOCOG for 
the Olympic Archery competition from 2nd July 
to 15th August. However Lord’s will still host two 
Test Matches, one ODI and the CB40 final, plus 
a good number of Middlesex fixtures including 
around six County Championship matches.

England’s Test win against India drew huge crowds

Expectant crowds queued from 3 a.m. for the fifth day of the Test

Kevin Pietersen celebrates his double century against India



Off the field

This summer has been an eventful one off the 
field for MCC.

In May the Club announced its biggest-ever 
sponsorship deal – with J.P. Morgan, for the 
iconic media centre. The agreement, which will 
last for four years, will grant the financial services 
giant naming rights to the Stirling Prize-winning 
building, as well as significant branding around 
the Ground.

In another pioneering deal, MCC Overseas – a 
newly incorporated subsidiary of the Club – and 
Anglo Indian (AI), a real estate development 
company, signed a brand licence agreement. It 
allows AI to use some of MCC’s marks in planned 
developments of communities built around 
cricket in India. AI has also become the sponsor of 
the new MCC Cricket Academy – comprising the 
Indoor School, Nursery Ground and MCC Young 
Cricketers squad – and similar academies will be 
a central part of the new residential communities 
planned for up to 12 locations in India.

This October, the MCC Cricket Academy at 
Lord’s, which is used by a wide variety of local 
schools and clubs, will be closing for a period of 
refurbishment.  

There are three main aspects to the work – 
replacement of the ‘Supergrasse’ flooring, 
replacement of the netting, and the installation 
of state-of-the-art lighting. The flooring, which 
was last re-laid in 2005, will again comprise three 
different paced surfaces across the eight lanes.  

The work, which will be completed by the end 
of the year, will further enhance the Academy’s 
status as one of the best of its kind in the world.  
MCC will donate the existing nets and flooring to 
the Sierra Leone Cricket Association, to aid the 
development of the game there.  

Floodlights

In the last Lord’s newsletter, residents were invited 
to submit their views on the headframes on the 
Lord’s floodlights. At present MCC is required 
to remove the headframes during the winter. It 
had been suggested that the Club may use the 
budget currently allocated for their removal to 
instead fund local community projects and keep 
the headframes on all year round. 

At the last meeting of the Lord’s Community 
Group in July there was a discussion about 
the various options suggested. However it was 
decided to maintain the status quo rather than 
apply to Westminster City Council to change the 
current planning conditions, so the headframes 
were removed in September and will be re-
erected in time for the start of the next season. 

The J.P. Morgan Media Centre

The MCC Cricket Academy The floodlight headframes have been removed for the winter



Dine in the Long Room at Lord’s

MCC is inviting members of the public to dine 
in style in the famous Long Room in the months 
leading up to Christmas. Traditionally the 
preserve of MCC Members and cricketers, the 
Long Room in the Grade II* listed Pavilion is the 
most famous room in cricket. 

On 16th October, 6th November, 4th December 
and 18th December, Lord’s is hosting traditional 
afternoon teas, complete with hand-crafted 
finger sandwiches and cakes made by the Club’s 
resident pâtissier. A tour of the Ground is also 
included, whilst a string quartet will add to the 
ambience (for the December sittings, special 
festive entertainment has been arranged). Prices 
start from £38 per person, and more information 
is available from: www.lords.org/afternoontea

On 17th December, Lord’s will host a Christmas 
Lunch from 12 noon, and a Christmas Dinner from 
7.30 p.m. The £110-per person package includes 
an hour long champagne reception, traditional 

three-course meal with coffee and mince pies, and 
a guest speaker. More information and tickets are 
available from: www.lords.org/pavilionchristmas

Traffic Management

Parking and the flow of traffic around Lord’s 
on major match days remains difficult and 
challenging. There are plans to undertake 
a review, and Westminster City Council are 
currently in the process of producing a briefing 
report which will look at the various options 
for a traffic management scheme. These 
options will be discussed and consultation 
will be undertaken with key stakeholders, 
including amenity groups and MCC.

The feedback will be worked into one final 
scheme which will then be put forward 
for statutory consultation with the wider 
community.  Every effort is being made to 
ensure this scheme is in place well before the 
start of next year’s cricket season.

If you would like to contact MCC’s Community Relations team, find out more about the Lord’s Community Group, or enable MCC  
to contact you about issues that affect local residents, visit: www.lords.org/community or email community@lords.org.  

The Club will be pleased to hear from you.
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